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of eastern Europe. In 1877 Germany imported nearly two
million tons of rye, barley, and oats from Russia, till then by
far the largest importation in a single year. Falling prices,
industrial depression, heavy imports, led Germany like France
to adopt an increased measure of protection. In 1879 a new
tariff was introduced, wheat, rye, and oats being made subject
to a duty of 10 marks per metric ton; barley, maize, and other
grains to 5 marks. By 1890 all these duties had been raised to
much higher levels, wheat and rye to 50 marks per metric ton,
oats to 40 marks, maize to 20 marks. In short, Germany along
with other continental countries was driven to agricultural
protection if she were to preserve her peasant agricultural
system.

This question became the centre of public discussion during
the period 1880 to 1910, and there remained a consensus of
opinion amongst agricultural authorities in Germany that pro-
tection saved German agriculture from disaster. But it did not
save the peasants from hardship and it did not prevent the
continued fall in prices of the middle nineties. According to
Vonder Goltz, wheat prices in the decade 1891-1900 were about
27 per cent, below those of the decade 1871-80 and the price
of rye about 12 per cent, below, notwithstanding the increase of
duties referred to above. Nevertheless Professor Sering, one of
the leading German authorities on agricultural economics,
declared in 1913: cWe in Germany must thank the duties on
corn, and them alone, that wide districts of our land which, in
the face of world prices, could no longer be kept in cultivation,
have remained under the plough and that tens of thousands of
agricultural families have been saved from ruin/1

But German policy had not been content merely with pre-
serving the peasant element in its agricultural system. It had
actively sought to increase it. A policy of land settlement had
been followed, aided by special legislation in i8863 1890, and
1891, which up to the end of 1910 led to the creation of some

1 Verhandungen des Landesokonomie-Collegiians, 1913. Quoted from the Memoran-
dum on Germany by Sir Wm. Ashley, Report of the Agricultural Tribunal of Investiga-
tion, 1924.